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Fig. 5 - agPs House – tHe indoor-outdoor-indoor connection witH nature using large glass oPenings. HollYwood Hills, los angeles. tHe Modern tradition in socal arcHitecture, also a 
MecHanisM to FraMe nature.

Fig. 6  – Modern courtYard  House in tHe HollYwood Hills witH lusH vegetation and tHe tYPical Blue skY oF socal.
  Fig. 7 – ego-eco, social-ecological (roBust) sYsteM. HuMans and nature are stronglY couPled - not in a PYraMidal structure But in an ecosYsteM-like one.
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1.   EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The courtyard,  an architectural space and outdoor place, enables the human desire for social aggregation in a protected 
environment as well as facilitates our biophilic* call to be in nature.

The courtyard brings a sliver of nature within the confines of a building or home. It is a protected quarter, thus safe, exposed to the 
elements and serves many functions. The perimeter walls of the building guard social gatherings, while allowing nature to filter 
through it seamlessly, and the outdoors to penetrate effortlessly, sustaining and enhancing our biophilic reconnection to nature.

In our work the inclusion in the design of courtyards - be it a single-family house with an open area (fig. 3), a condominium with a 
communal patio (fig. 2), or a city block such as the one we see in Barcelona’s plan Cerda’ (fig. 4) - provide significant architectural 
cues on how to articulate, distribute, and organize the enclosed spaces surrounding them. We design the framing of nature and 
enhance the connection with nature and its biodiversity by means of volumetric articulation and the use of apertures – i.e. windows 
and openings. Southern California’s modern tradition of architecture in contact with the outdoors (fig. 5) provides a fertile ground 
for case studies and speculative conversations about contemporary architecture and its quest for sustainability.

By presenting case studies of courtyards from our work, as well as historical and contemporary projects by others (fig. 1-6), we 
will extrapolate degrees of successful architectural connection with the outdoors, as places for aggregation and connection with 
multiple life forms.

The aim is to ignite a conversation and spark possible future collaborative research with regards to the neurological response to the 
social aggregation and biophilic reconnection with nature in an eco-logic vision in which humankind is part of all living organisms 
(fig. 7). By strengthening buildings’ relationship between the indoors and outdoors spaces in our cities, the aim is to improve: 
human comfort, our coexistence with nature, and to amplify our awareness of the environmental crisis induced by human kind; 
thus prompting a shift towards its resolution. This goal is best achieved with an understanding of the neurological factors that 
attend this state of the mind in its relationship with the built and unbuilt environment.

Fig. 1 - court oF la aceQuia. Palacio de generaliFe, alHaMBra, granada, 1309. Historic exaMPle oF araBic courtYard House wHere tHe water is used as a MecHanisM For evaPorative cooling, and it 
Facilitates cross ventilation. (PHotograPH courtesY oF l. Pretorius)

Fig. 2 – courtYard in colonial House, la HaBana cuBa. nature’s Presence HarMonicallY coexists witH tHe PuBlic Function oF tHis Building now restaurant. its Presence Provides a BioPHilic sense 
oF Place witHin tHe citY center.

Fig. 3 - studY oF courtYard tYPologY For PuBlic sPaces: FroM enclosed to FullY oPen and connected w/ outdoors. levels oF saFetY: Perceived or real varY. (iM studio Mi/la)
Fig. 4  - Plan cerda’ – a.&B. original scHeMe – oPen sPaces witHin tHe Block.  c. later occuPied BY diFFerent Functions, liMiting or eliMinating tHe connection witH nature.

B - HttP://www.FailedarcHitecture.coM/BeHind-Four-walls-Barcelonas-lost-utoPia/
c - HttP://www.leMaitredelolYMPe.coM/PHPBB3/viewtoPic.PHP?F=1&t=3734 


