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1. ABSTRACT

Before the grand entfrance of any architectural space there is the moment of tactile connection when
all the senses combine and form an impression of the experience to follow. In its simplest form this initial
contact can be thought of as a latch or gate being moved, physically. Asin discussions of consciousness we
often speak of the subliminal awareness, this paper speculates that numerous active sensory moments can
be understood to create the various elements of an experience of architecture. The touch of a surface, the
thermal delight, a feeling of security. How these cognitions are expressed in changes to neurotransmitters
and neurotransmitter receptors may have long term effects on building users. We propose a metric for
the study of these potential qualities that may actually link the mechanism of ion channels to the tactile
experience of quality in material, light and sound. It can be seen that different building types convey a
language, does this language have a quantifiable effect on brain function? The investigation will provide
a platform for further investigation of psychological and physical benefits of certain architectural qualities.
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